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the real mobs!” 
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Joe Valachi told it all...across the headlines of America. 
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is honest affecting and strangely poignant. 
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The Valachi Papers: 


‘Is itas good as “Is it as good as The Godfather? 
\ / The answer is no. It is better. 
The Godfather ? The two films, however, do not compete. 
The answer is...no, The Godfather was a romantic movie 
it is better.” made from a romantic novel. THE VALACHI 
—NBC-TV (Chicago) PAPERS is a cold, hard reenactment of the 
confessions of an underworld soldier. 
THE VALACHI PAPERS lacks the polish of 
The Godfather. It is even awkward at times 
as it shifts between prison confession 
scenes and Valachi's recreated memories. 
But Charles Bronson and a Cast of lesser 
known actors give you reality. There is 
no cheering for good killers, no laughter 
at clever butchery. 


The audience is simply garrotted by these 
men who calmly murder and maim and 
shrug their shoulders. 
THE VALACHI PAPERS is a history lesson. It is 
a nearly half century of ugly Americana 
with Genovese, Maranzano, Luciano, 
Anastasia and the others. You may even 
recognize some scenes because many 
of the killings mimic old newspaper photographs. 
Producer Dino de Laurentiis and Director 
Terence Young manage to handle globs of 
violence without close-ups of exploding flesh. 
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